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VIRXSMORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1953. 


Ivl r.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Wirksworth  Urban  District  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the 
year  1953. 


Wirksworth,  thirteen  miles  from  Derby,  in  the  centre  of  the 
Midlands,  was  in, years  gone  by,  a  busy  centre  of  lead  mining.  It  is 
within  easy  reach  of  some  of  the  finest  scenery  in  the  country,  and  the 
surrounding  district  is  predominently  agricultural  and  largely  milk- 
producing.  The  sub-soil  is  of  limestone  and  limestone  quarrying 
forms  one  of  the  principal  industries  of  the  place.  Employment  is  also 
provided  by  local  tape  weaving,  hosiery  and  garment  factories. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  General  and  Vital  Statistics 
pertaining  to  the  district. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres):-  4,015* 

Population  -  R.G.  figures:- 

(•1945  )  4,550.  (1946  )  4,643.  (1947  )  4,684. 

(1948)  4,850.  (1949)  4,875.  (1950)  4,897. 

(1951)  4,859.  (1952)  4,902.  (1953)  4,927  Estimntsd  Mid- 

Year,  home  population. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses:-  1,670. 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers:-  1,673. 

This  figure  is  variable  owing  to  the  post-war  movement 
of  population,  and  only  a  survey  of  the  entire  district 
would  find  out  the  exact  population  and  separate  families. 
Rateable  Value:-  £25,301. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate:-  £99. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total 

Males 

, 

Females 

Live  Births  -  Legitimate  - . . . 

. 79 

50 

29 

Illegitimate  -  - . 

6 

2 

4 

Still  Births-  Legitimate 

.  3 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  -  . 

.  1 

1 

- 

1  Birth  Rato: 

— 

Live  Births  - 

17.2 

1 

4 

f - - - - - 

Still  Births- 

0.81 

Deaths 


Death  Rate 


65 


33 


elJLLJL 


i  a?. 


1 


No .  of  Worn© n  dy ing  in/or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  -  Nil. 
From  Sepsis  -  Nil.  From  other  causes  -  Nil. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age:- 

M  F 

Total  -  2  Legitimate  -  2  0  Illegitimate  -  0 

Infantile  Death  Rate  -  23.5. 

England  and  Wales  -  Infantile  Death  Rate:-  26.8 

Birth  Rate:-  Live  -  15.5  Still  -  0.35 
_  Death  Rate:-  11.4 
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Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases 


Deaths  from  Measles . 0 

*  Whooping  Gough. . . . .  0 

”  M  Diarrhoea  (under 

tv.ro  yea  rs  of  age  ) . .  0 

w  Scarlet  Fever . .0 

”  m  Diphtheria . 0 

”  "  Influenza . 4 

"  w  Pneumonia . 4 

"  H  Poliomyelitis . 0 


COMPARABILITY 

FACTORS:- 

Births  -  1.08. 

Deaths  -  0.96. 

Deaths 

from  other  causes:- 

Deaths 

from  Diabetes . 

0 

W 

w  Cancer . 

9 

It 

”  Vascular  Lesions 

of  the  nervous  system 

10 

M 

from  Coronary 

Disease  Angina . 

8 

ill 

from  other  Heart 

Diseases . 

15 

If 

from  Nephritis . 

0 

U 

Accidents . 

1 

II 

"  Syphilitic 

Disease . 

0 

•m 

from  Bronchitis 

4 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
and  deaths  therefrom. 


Are  Periods 

* 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F, 

M.  F. 

6 

i . 

5 . 

10 . 

15- . 

20  . 

. 2 . 

25 . 

35 

1 

45 

55 

65  &  upwards 

Totals 

LA 

b 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS.  1925 . 
No  action  has  been  taken  under  these  Regulations  during  the  year. 

RJBLIC  HEALTH  ACT.  1925.  Section  62. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  this  section  during  1953* 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  appears  to  be  satisfactory. 


Other  Infectious  Diseases  notified  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  are  shown 
in  the  following  table :- 


Disease. 

(total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

None 

None 

None 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

11 

Dirhtheria 

None 

None 

it 

Snteric  Fever 

.M 

it 

ti 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

M 

•W 

«*t 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

* 

n 

Pneumonia 

3 

it 

11 

Measles 

112 

11 

n 

Chicken-Pox 

7 

u 

n 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

None 

in 

it 

Erysipelas 

/ 

in 

11 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

m 

•n 

■n 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis 

«« 

•W 

•n 

Whooping  Cough 

w 

W 

•ft 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Notified 

Treated  in  Hospital 

Vision 

Deaths 

None 

— 

— 

— 

NURSING  ARRANGEx.IENTS .  HOS  TTAL  AND  OTriBR 

DESTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 


HOSPITAL: 


The  local  Maternity  Hospital  under  the  Number  2  Hospital 
Management  Committee  of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  now 
functions  as  an  18  Bedded  Maternity  Hospital  and  draws  its  cases  from 
a  wide  area. 

The  Royal  Infirmary,  Women’s  Hospital,  Children's  Hospital 
and  City  Hospital,  Derby,  under  the  No.  1  Hospital  Management  Committee 
of  the  same  Regional  Board,  take  cases  from  this  district  and  admissions 
are  conducted  on  a  bed-bureau  system. 


1 ,  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home, 

(a)  General  Nurse:-  one,  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 

Authority, 

2,  Midwifery: 

(b)  One  j  -ddv.dfe :-  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Authority. 


3«  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(a)  Maternity  -  (l )  At  Wirksworth  Maternity  Hospital 

for  Hospital  cases  only, 

(2)  Centre  at  Matlock,  under  the 

control  of  the  County  Authority, 

(h)  Child  V.'elfare  -  Centre  at  Wirksworth,  under  the 

control  of  the  County  Authority, 


(c )  School  Clinics 


-  Centre  at  Wirksworth,  under  the  control 
of  the  County  Authority, 


(H)  Tuberculosis  Clinic  -  Centre  at  Matlock,  under  the  control  of 

the  County  Authority. 


4.  Other  Hospitals  for  the  District. 

(a )  Tuberculosis  -  Derbyshire  Sanatorium,  Nr.  Chesterfield. 

(b)  Maternity  -  Accommodation  is  provided  at  Darley  Hall 

Maternity  Hospital,  Darley  Dale,  Matlock. 

(°)  Infectious  Gases  -  These  are  now  allocated  through  the  Bed 

Bureau  to  the  Derwent  &  Draycott  Isolation 
Hospitals. 

5«  Ambulance  Facilities, 

(a)  Ambulance stationed  at  Matlock  -  nearest. 

(b )  Deroy  and  District  Ambulances  available  when  necessary. 


L.J30BMT0RY'  WORK. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  made  by  the  County 
Council  Bacteriological  Department. 

Number  of  Specimens  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  by  private  practitioners 
during  1953 


Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

None 

None 

None 

Phthisis 

2 

2 

4 

Miscellaneous 

8 

8 

16 

TOTALS 

i _ 

11 

11 

22 
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Diphtheria Immunisation, 


This  service  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the  General 
Practitioners  of  the  area.  Children  of  School  aye  can  bo  treated 
at  School  Clinics  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  on  request,  and 
the  "under  five”  children  can  also  have  treatment  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Clinic. 

Vaccination. 


This  service  also,  is  carried  out  by  the  General  Practitioners 
of  the  area. 


LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BY3LAWS  AM) 

LOCAL  regulations  relating  to  the 

PUBLIC  K&HLTH  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


Infectious  Disease  (prevention)  Act,  1890 


Date  of  Adoption. 


6th  December,  1893* 


Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1890 
Part  111  (Subject  to  certain  conditions 
as  to  Sects.  35  and  38  Order  L.G.B. 

No.  59992  of  22nd  January,  1913).  . 

Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907. 
(subject  to  certain  conditions  as  to 
Sects.  25,  27  and  30  Order  L.G.B. 

No.  63662,  29th  May,  1915)  . 

Bye-laws 


New  Streets  and  buildings .  -  1939 

Common  Lodging  Houses . .  -  1879 

Nuisances  . . - . . . —  1879 

Cleaning  Footways,  Removal  of 
House  Refuse  and  Cleaning 
Closets,  Privies,  Ashpits  and 
Cesspools.  . -  1879 


5th  March,  1913. 


12th  July,  1915. 


Bye -lav/s  made  under  Section  15  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1949  for 
securing  the  observance  of  Sanitary 
and  cleanly  conditions  and  practices 
in  connection  with  the  handling, 
wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  etc,  . 


10th  July,  1950. 


Shops  Acts,  1912  -  28 
do.  1934 . 


25th  August,  1930. 
26th  November,  1934. 


Offensive  Trades  Order  of  L.G.B. 
No*  63721,  of  18th  June,  1915 
confirming  Council’s  Order  of 
26th  April,  1915,  containing  list 
of  offensive  trades. . . 


26th  April,  1915. 


Chicken-Pox  Compulsory  Notification 

Order  for  Compulsory  Notification . 22nd  February,  1926. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Parts  11  to 

IV,  except  Sections  21,  22  &  44. . 2nd  May,  1927. 


Shops  Acts,  1934, 
by  adoption  1936. 


came  into  operation 

. 7 . " . 


1936. 
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SjxNITARI  G  IRCUMSTiUICES  OP  THE  AREA., 


WATER  SUj  ply. 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  supplies  for  the  Iviiddleton 
and  the  YLLrksworth  Areas  have  again  been  satisfactory  during  the  year 
1953,  and  'the  actual  results  of  all  samples  taken  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination  are  set  out 
in  the  Inspector's  portion  of  this  report. 

Referring  to  my  1952  report  in  which  I  stated  that  the  Council 
were  seeking  alternative  sources  of  additional  water  supplies  following 
the  abortive  attempt  to  obtain  water  from  a  Borehole  at  Longway  Bank, 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  by  the  end  of  1953  a  new  scheme  to  obtain 
water  from  the  Blobber  Mine  was  well  under  way, 

I  have  personally  visited  the  Blobber  site  with  the  Council's 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  other  Officials  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
samples  and  the  results  of  these  were  satisfactory.  Despite  this  fact, 
however,  the  new  scheme  will  incorporate  the  provision  of  chlorinating 
apparatus  v/hich  will  always  be  available  as  a  standby  precaution. 

I  hope  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  new  year  this  scheme  will  be  complete 
and  that  the  new  submersible  pump  will  have  been  installed  together  with 
the  necessary  mains  extension  and  ancillary  works. 

No  further  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  provision  of  water 
supplies  to  outlying  farms  following  the  breakdown  of  negotiations  with 
certain  of  the  fanners  concerned,  and  no  further  progress  has  been  made 
with  regard  to  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  preparing  a  larger  scheme 
for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  Rural  parts  of  this  Urban  District. 

In  connection  with  the  17a  ter  Undertaking,  Blood  Tests  for  Widal 
Re-action  were  taken  from  the  following  personnel:-  Messrs  Harry  Reville, 
harry  Allen,  Roy  Webster,  Walter  Butlin,  Herbert  Brev/ell  and  Stanley  Pearce. 

In  every  case  the  County  Bacteriologist  reported  that  the  patient’s 
serum  gave  a  negative  reaction  with  "H”  and  "0"  suspensions  of  S.  Typhi, 

S.  Paratyphi  A  and  B  and  the  non-specific  Salmonella  group  ”H". 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


No  additions  to  sewerage  or  sewage  disposal  works  have  been  carried 
out  during  the  year  only  day  to  day  maintenance  and  repairs  of  certain 
lengths  of  sewer.  One  particularly  large  repair  entailing  relaying  of 
the  main  sewer  was  carried  out  at  Wash  Green,  Wirksworth,  during  July, 1953 , 
when  the  Council’s  direct  labour  staff  worked  jointly  with  a  private 
Contractor.  The  classified  road  had  to  be  closed  for  a  period  of  a  few 
days  whilst  the  very  deep  excavation  was  made  and  the  new  length  of  sewer 
concreted  in. 

Two  other  failures  of  the  main  sewers  occurred  at  Middle ton-by- 
Wirksworth;  one  at  Rise  End  and  one  at  Water  Lane,  Middleton.  The  collapse 
of  the  sewer  at  Rise  End  was  a  formidable  job  and  a  new  manhole  and  length 
of  sewer  was  constructed  early  in  the  year.  The  Water  Lane  repair  was  of 

a  less  serious  nature  and  the  damage  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the  shallow 
depth  at  which  this  sewer  was  originally  laid. 

HOUSING. 

C  ounc il  Hou s  e  s : - 


As  indicated  by  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  portion  of 
this  Annual  Report,  Council  House  Building  is  now  concentrated  on  the  New 
Main  Site  at  Derby  Road,  Wirksworth,  and  the  following  tables  show  the  total 
number  of  New  Council  Houses  completed  on  this  site  during  the  year  under 
revi ew, 

Wirksworth  Mein  Derby  Road  Site. 

(a)  14  x  3  Bedroom  Council  Houses, 

(b)  6  x  2  Bedroom  Council  Houses. 
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Private  Houses: 


The  followin'  table  indicates  the  extent  of  private  building  in 
the  area  during  the  year  i  933  - 

1  -  Semi-Bungalow. 


LEGISLATION. 


Any  new  legislation,  i.e.  Local  Acts,  Special  Orders,  General 
Adoptive  Acts  and  Bye-laws  relating  to  the  public  health  which  came 
into  force  during  the  year  - 


Nil. 


GENERALLY. 


Apart  from  the  Measles  outbreak,  see  table,  there  has  been 
relatively  little  infection  in  the  area,  and  certainly  nothing  of  a 
serious  nature.  You  will  observe  from  the  figures,  that  cardio¬ 
vascular  losions  accounted  for  some  55^  oD  the  total  deaths  in  this 
district.  Cancer  claimed  about  14/^  of  the  total. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  an  entire  a&senoe  of  Diphtheria.  I 
would  stress  once  more,  the  importance  of  Lnmunisation  against  Diphtheria, 
which  has  proved  itself  such  a  powerful  weapon  in  combating  this  dread 
disease.  May  I  remind  parents  that  this  service  can  be  obtained  at  Child 
Nelfare  and  School  Clinics  and  from  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  area. 

Babies  should  have  their  first  protecting  treatment  at  the  age  of  nine  to 
twelve  months  old,  and  thereafter  a  reinforcing  injection  at  intervals  of 
five  years,  during  school  attendance. 

In  connection  with  prophylactic  or  preventive  treatment,  may  I  drop 
a  reminder  of  vaccination  against  small-pox.  Unfortunately,  it  appears 
to  have  fallen  largely  into  the  background.  I,  personally,  consider  it 
very  nooessary  in  our  preventive  medicine  and  would  urge  parents  to  give 
their  children  the  benefit  of  this  treatment.  Successful  vacoination 
about  the  age  of  four  months,  in  my  opinion,  may  give  protection  for  very 
long  periods. 

I  feel  there  is  a  great  tendency  nowadays,  for  people  generally,  to 
become  too  health-conscious,  introspective  and  absorbed  in  new  treatments. 

This  is  possibly,  in  some  measure,  due  to  the  greater  number  of  health 
articles  written  for  genoral  consumption.  Some  of  these,  in  my  opinion, 
are  disturbing  and  a  menace.  Prevention  should  bo  the  keynote,  and  much 
can  be  achieved  in  this  direction  by  what  I  call  "common  sense  living*",  - 
good  plain  nourishing  diet,  regular  habits,  avoidance  of  excesses,  reasonable 
recreation  and  exercise,  and  sufficient  rest  and  sleep.  You  may  say  this 
is  an  impossible  recipe.  Anyway  try  it! 

In  conclusion,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  members,  of  the 
Council  for  their  appreciation  and  consideration,  and  to  all  members  of 
the  Staff  who  have  assisted  me  in  the  past  year,  I  tender  my  grateful  thanks. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

YI.S.G.  CHRISTIE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  UIRIEWORTH 
URBAN  DISTRICT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR: -  J.  Taylor,  F.F.S.  (Eng.  ). ,  M*R.S.I. ,  M.S.I.A. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Wirksworth  Urban  District  Council. 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  grain  I  have  the  honour  and  pleasure  of  presenting 
to  you  my  Annual  Report.  This  report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  which  I  have  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  under 
Articles  6  (3)  and  17  (5)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (outside  London)  Regulations 
"1935,  and  Article  14  (3)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1926.  In  order  to 
comply  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  l/54,  this  report  follows  the 
general  lines  indicated  last  year  and  includes  the  information  asked  for  in 
Circular  l/54,  mentioning  in  relation  to  each  section,  so  far  as  appropriate, 
any  progress  made  within  the  year  towards  closer  integration  of  the  services 
provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  with  the  general  medical  services 
provided  by  the  Executive  Council  or  the  Hospital  and  specialist  services. 

In  accordance  with  the  Minister's  wish,  the  qualifications 
and  duties  of  the  Authority's  Public  Health  Officers  are  published  on  page  one 
of  this  report,  together  with  a  list  indicating  the  Members  of  the  Council  who 
are  concerned  with  matters  of  Public  Health. 

This  document  is  the  eighth  Annual  Report  which  I  have 
prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  behalf  of  the  Wirksworth 
Urban  District  Council 


GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION, 


Estimated  Population  -  4,927 


Moveable  Dwellings  (a)  Sites . 

(b)  Dwellings 

Offensive  Trades . . 

Outworkers . . . 

Preserved  Pood  Stores  . 

Shops  . . 


7 

No.  on 
Register. 

Increase 

or 

Decrease. 

Inspections 

made. 

Bakehouses . 

3  (one 
not  in  use). 

- 

3 

Canal  Boats  . 

- 

- 

- 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . 

- 

- 

- 

Dairies  . 

10 

+  7 

92 

Factories  and  Workplaces  . 

27 

-  2 

74 

Houses  Let  in  Lodain&'S  . 

C  :  O 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . 

18 

+  2 

123 

Market  Stalls  . 

28 

- 

32 

Milk  Distributors  . 

10 

+  5 

92 

♦ 

1  )Not  registered  j 
and  removal  secured 
after  informal 
action. 


1 


3 

6 

79 


Slaughterhouses (with  temporary  licences)  3 


Knackers  Yards  .  J- 


+  4 


+  1 


9 

9 


10 

3 

153 

2 


SAMPLING. 

No.  of  Samples 

Me  th.  Blue . 

Ice  Cream  . 

taken. 

Sat. 

Grades  1  &  2. 

Unsat. 

Grades  3  &  4. 

113 

112 

1 

Milk  (a)  Routine 


Math.  Blue. 

Phosphatase. 

Turbidity, 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

43 

42 

1 

42 

1 

-  - 

- 

- 

(b)  Biological 


1 


Positive. 


Negative. 


Water 


No,  of  Samples  taken. 


(a)  Plains  . 27 

b)  Other  Sources.  - . - 

c)  Swimming  Baths. .  - 


Sat. 


24 


Unsat. 


3 


DRAINAGE , 


Ustinia  ted  Population 

Involved. 


No.  of  Houses  in  District  connected  to  sewers  -  1,612  . 4,7^2 

No.  of  Houses  not  connected  to  sewers  . -  58  .  145 


No.  of  connections  made  during  year:- 


(a)  Existing  Houses  -  15 

(b )  New  Houses  -  21 

(c)  Other  Premises  - 

No.  of  conversions  of  other  closets  to  W.C’s.  -  3- 


STATISTICS  FROM  VALUATION  LIST. 


It  is  suggested  that  the  following  list  of  statistics  will  be  of 
interest  to  the  Council  and  the.se  have  been  amended  to  date:- 

1.  DOMESTIC. 


(a)  R.V.  not  exceeding  £10 

(b)  R.V.  exceeding  £10  but  not  exceeding  £13. 

(c)  R.V.  exceeding  £13  but  not  exceeding  £20 

(d)  R.V.  exceeding  £20  but  not  exceeding  £30 

(e)  R.V,  exceeding  £30  but  not  exceeding  £50. 

(f)  R. T.  exceeding  £50 . 

2.  COMMERCIAL  . . . 


3.  LICENSED  PREMISES  . 

4.  ENTERTAINMENT  AND  RECREATIONAL 

5.  HJBLIC  UTILITY  . . . 

6.  EDUCATIONAL  AND  CULTURAL 

7.  INDUSTRIAL  . 

8.  MISCELLANEOUS 


No.  of 

Hereditaments 


Totals 


...  1 , 023 

6,397 

218 

2,637 

.  307 

4,739 

64 

1,503 

11 

422 

3 

192 

126 

2,870 

. 1.  15 

793 

.  12 

329 

7 

2,700 

3 

269 

.  23 

1,765 

~~  74 

685 

-1,886 

25,301 

R.V. 
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CONVERSIONS. 


No.  of  houses  converted  from  Pail  Closets,  Privies,  etc,,  to  Water 
Closets  during  the  year  1953  -  3. 

No.  of  Pail  Closets  etc.  converted  to  Water  Closets  during  the  past 
ten  years 


Years 

1944 

— — 

1945 

. 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

No. 

2 

Nil 

3 

2 

10 

19 

5 

8 

8 

3 

Approximate  number  of  houses  at  31st  December,  1953  with:- 

(a)  Privy  Middens  -  32 

(b)  Pail  Closets  -  86 

(c)  Water  Closets  -  1,532 


HOUSING  BY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


As  indicated  in  my  1952  report,  all  Council  House  Building  has  now 
been  concentrated  on  the  Main  Site  at  Derby  Road,  W irks wort h ,  and  no 
further  small  sites  are  being  developed.  By  December,  1953,  twenty 
New  Council  Houses  had  been  completed  and  v/ork  is  progressing  favourably 
on  a  further  eighteen  houses,  three  shops  and  two  flats.  In  addition, 
the  Council  have  invited  tenders  for  the  erection  of  eight  bungalows  for 
Old  People  and  twelve  three  bedroomed  houses  with  all  consequent  works. 


HOUSING  -  GENERALLY. 


The  following  table  on  housing  statistics  shows  the  results  v/hich  have 
been  obtained  during  the  past  year  with  regard  to  the  repair  and  maintenance 
of . old  properties.  The  Council  will  appreciate  the  difficulties  which 
arise  when  owners  of  Rent  Restricted  Houses  are  requested  to  carry  out  repairs 
and  we  shall  all  look  forward  with  interest  to  ’'Operation  Rescue";  the 
Government's  plan  to  clear  the  slums  and  restore  Britain's  millions  of 
dilapidated  homes.  Dome  careful  thought  will  be  required  on  the  standard  of 
repair  which  is  to  be  accepted  as  a  qualification  for  the  rent  increase. 

According  to  the  White  Paper  it  will  not  be  sufficient  for  a  Landlord  merely  to 
make  a  house  tit  for  human  habitation.  He  must  go  further  and  put  the  house 

in  good  repair  as  respects  Doth  structure  and  decoration.  Does  this  mean  that 
an  owner  could  comply  with  a  notice  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
and  still  not  be  able  to  claim  the  rent  increase?  If  this  is  so.  Local 

Authorities  are  not  going  to  find  it  any  easier  to  secure  proper  re-conditioning 
of  houses. 

It  has  already  been  suggested  in  the  National  Press  that  a  growing 
shortage  of  key  Local  Government  Staff  may  well  threaten  the  success  of  ^Operation 
Rescue".  Local  Authorities  throughout  the  Country  are  suffering  from  a  serious 
shortage  of  specialist  staff  and  we  are  told  that  of  the  4,680  Sanitary  Inspector 
losts  in  England  and  Wales  about  400  are  to-day  unfilled,  whilst  the  deficiency 
grows  month  by  month  as  older  men  retire  and  cannot  be  replaced. 

^  As  oanitary  Inspectors  and  Durveyors  will  be  wanted  to  survey  and  list 
the  1,000, 000  odd  houses  throughout  the  country  estimated  to  be  unfit  for 
habitation  in  order  to  decide  which  must  be  demolished  within  the  next  five 
years,  and  in  addition  decide  which  houses  must  be  patched  and  retained  for  a 
while  longer,  then,  I,  together  with  my  colleagues  look  forward  with  keen 
interest  to  the  coming  year.  There  are  also  bound  to  be  many  applications  for 

ertificates  of  Disrepair  when  the  new  Act  comes  into  force  and  Sanitary  Inspectors 
are  going  to  be  kept  very  busy  for  sometime  dealing  with  them,  in  all  probability 
to  the  detriment  of  other  important  routine  Public  Health  Work.  This  could  be 
overcome  by  the  appointment  of  additional  technical  staff  for  the  detailed  surveys 
of  the  properties  alfected  by  the  new  legislation. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

U.S.G.  CHRISTIE.  M.B.  .  Ch.B. 

(PART  TILE  t  HALF  SALARY  CONTRIBUTED), 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AMD  SURVEYOR. 

J.  TAYLOR.  F.F.S.  (Enc;,)..  M.R.S.I..  MTS.I.A. 

(FULL  TIME .  HALF  SALARY  ~  CONTRIBUTED  )7~ 


HOUSING. 

No.  OF  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  YEiJR.  1953. 

1.  By  Private  Enterprise  -  1. 

2.  By  Local  Authority  -  20. 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR:- 

(1 )  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts). 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  Health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation. 

2.  RSIvIEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE 
OF  FORMAL  NOTICES 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers. 

3.  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTION  11.  12  AND  13  OF  THE 

HOUSING  ACT.  1936:- 

(1 )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders. 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  anticipation  of 

formal  procedure  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  where  undertakings 
were  accepted. 

(4)  Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
v/ere  made. 

4.  HOUSING  ACT.  1949.  P -RT  11. 

(l  )  Number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  approved 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  improved  during  the  year 
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5.  COMMON  LODGING-  HOUSES. 


There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  area. 


TENTS,  VANS  AND  TEMPORARY  STRUCTURES. 

Once  again  the  Council  have  continued  to  exercise  strict  control 
throughout  the  whole  of  their  area  during  the  year,  with  the  result  that 
there  has  "been  no  growth  of  undesirable  unlicensed  dwellings  or  sites 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  Urban  District. 

It  will  be  observed  from  my  statistics  on  page  9  that  under  the 
heading  Moveable  Dwellings"  there  is  listed  one  site  and  one  dwelling. 
This  moveable  dwelling,  consisted  of  a  caravan  situated  on  a  site  without 
a  water  supply  and  without  any  sanitary  accommodation  whatsoever.  After 
repeated  visits  to  the  site  and  numerous  letters  to  all  parties  concerned 
the  caravan  in  question  was  finally  removed  and  the  occupants  found 
accommodation  in  a  Dwelling  House,  thus  abating  the  nuisance  and  clearing 
up  the  appalling  conditions  which  were  prevailing. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 

During  the  year  1953  only  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  notified  in 
the  Urban  Area  and  in  addition  two  cases  of  Carcinoma.  In  every  case 
the  necessary  disinfection  wras  carried  out  by  my  Staff. 

The  Infectious  Disease  Register  does  indeed  present  a  record  for  1953 
of  which  any  Urban  District  might  be  justifiably  proud. 


DISINFESTATION. 


Once  again  no  cases  of  bed  bug  infestation  were  brought  to  my  notice 
during  the  year. 

As  in  previous  years  complaints  vrere  received  from  time  to  time 
regarding  infestation  of  old  properties  with  woodworm  and  the  death  watch 
Go  .  e  and  in  all  instances  the  occupants  were  given  the  necessary  advice 
ana  instructions  on  how  to  deal  with  these  posts. 

The  Council’s  Powder  Blowers  and  Insecticide  Sprayers  were  used  whenever 
necessary  with  gratifying  results. 

Edition  to  the  above,  the  Council  were  requested  by  the  Trustees  of 
the  local  Almshouses  to  carry  out  the  disinfestation  of  one  of  their  cottage 

and  this  was  carried  out  successfully,  with  complete  eradication  of  all 
insects. 


wATER  SUPPLY  DURING-  THE  YEAR  1955. 


MONTH 

RAINFALL 

1951 

1952 

1953 

YIELDS  OF  SPRINGS  IN 

inches 

inches 

inches 

GALLS.  PER  HOUR  1953. 

January 

3.00 

3.37 

1.08 

6,000 

February 

3.98 

1.13 

1.79 

5,100 

March 

4.67 

2.31 

2.31 

6,700 

April 

2.37 

2.50 

2.90 

6,200 

May 

2.73 

2.95 

2.23 

6,400 

June 

1.50 

2.64 

3.38 

5,200 

July 

0.76 

1.54 

2.85 

4,700 

August 

5.71 

2.62 

2.55 

4  100 

September 

2.73 

2.28 

1.67 

3.400 

October 

0.88 

4.45 

2.46 

2.940 

November 

8.43 

1.92 

2.67 

2  740 

December 

3.38 

3.05 

1.38 

3,500 

TOTALS 

40. 14 

30.76 

27.27 
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(i)  (a)  I  have  continued  to  take  monthly  samples  of  Public  Water  Supplies 

from  both  the  Wirksworth  and  the  kiddle ton  Areas  throughout  the 
year,  and  once  again  the  quality  of  the  various  supplies  has  been 
maintained,  any  unsatisfactory  samples  being  due  to  the  open 
reservoirs  and  not  to  the  actual  sources  of  supply.  The  Council's 
Water  Bailiff  has  continued  to  carry  out  chlorination  of  the 
supplies  whenever  necessary  during  the  warmer  months  of  the  year, 
but  he  has  not  found  this  to  be  essential  during  the  ’Winter  Months • 

(b)  Despite  the  fact  that  the  Urban  District  continues  to  gr ow  and  the 
demand  for  water  increases,  due  both  to  the  erection  of  new  houses 
and  the  installation  of  improved  sanitary  fittings  in  older 
properties,  yet  during  the  whole  of  1953  if  was  not  necessary  to  turn 
off  the  water  at  any  time  and  this  is  indeed  a  remarkable  fact  when 
one  refers  to  conditions  existing  some  few  years  ago.  My  thanks  in 
this  direction  are  due  to  the  Water  Bailiff  for  his  attention  to 
plant  and  mains.  In  order  to  provide  adequately  for  the  future  the 
Council  have  now  agreed  to  purchase  a  n ew  Submersible  Rmp  and  install 
it  in  a  shaft  known  as  the  Blobber  Mine ,  Y/irksworth,  If  all  local 
reports  are  correct,  this  shaft  should  give  an  almost  unlimited  supply 
to  the  Town  once  the  necessary  mains,  pumping  plant  and  chlorination 
apparatus  have  been  installed. 

(ii)  Twenty-seven  samples  in  all  were  submitted  by  me  to  the  County 
Bacteriologist  during  the  year  and  of  these } twenty-four  were 
satisfactory  and  three  unsatisfactory.  The  following  typical 
results  of  analysis  taken  throughout  the  year  are  reproduced  for 
the  information  of  the  Ministry. 


DERBYSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Public  Health  laboratory. 
County  Offices.  St.  Mary's  Cato,  Derby. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  WATER  REPORTS . 


Lab.  Ref.  No.  A.  1597/52. 

Authority:  Y/irksworth  U.D.C. 

Source  of  Sample:  "Amber  Cottage’8®,  The  Green,  Middleton. 

Date  of  Receipt:  7.1.53.  Age  in  Hours  |j. 

CL.  TSELCHII:  Not  Done. 

PRESUMPTIVE  COLIFOHM  COUNT. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  present  =  Nil  per  100  ml. 
DIFFERENTIAL  COLIFORM  TEST. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  B.  Coli  =  -  per  100  ml. 

Bacteriologically  the  sample  of  water  is  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 
Date:  9.1.53.  J.L.G.  IRSDALE. 

County  Bacteriologist. 
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Lab.  Ref,  No.  A. 1897/52. 

Authority:  Wirksworth  U.D.C. 

Source  of  Sample:  "Thorntree  House",  Cromford  R3.,  Wirksworth. 

Date  of  Receipt:  9.3* 53.  Age  in  Hours  Ifr. 

CL.  WBLCHII :  Not  Done. 

PRESUMPTIVE  COLIFORM  COUNT. 

Probable  number  of  coliforrn  bacilli  present  -  Nil  per  100  ml. 
DIFFERENTIAL  COLIFORM  TEST. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  B.  Coli  =  -  par  100  ml. 

BacteriologicalPy  the  sample  of  water  is  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 

Date:  11/3/53-  J.L.G.  IREDALE. 

County  Bacteriologist. 

Lab.  Ref.  No. A. 175/55. 

Authority:  Wirksworth  U.D.C. 

Source  of  Sample:  "Amber  Cottage",  Main  Street,  Middleton. 

Date  of  Receipt  5.5.53.  Age  in  Hours  f. 

CL.  WELCHII :  Not  Done. 

PRESUMPTIVE  COLIFORM  COUNT. 

Probable  number  of  coliforrn  bacilli  present  =  Nil  per  100  ml. 

differential  coliform  test. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  B.  Coli.  =  — — —  per  100  ml. 

Bacteriologically  the  sample  of  water  is  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 

Bate:  7.5.53.  J.L.G.  IREDALE. 

County  Bacteriologist. 

Lab.  Ref.  No,A.917A3. 

Authority:  Wirksworth  U.D.C. 

Source  ol  sample:  Town  Hall,  Wirksworth  -  Tap  over  sink. 

Date  of  Receipt:  3.9.53*  Age  in  Hours  1. 

CL.  YffiLCHII :  Not  Done. 

PRESUMPTIVE  COLIFORM  COUNT. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  present  =  Nil  per  100  ml. 
DIFFERENTIAL  COLIFORM  TEST. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  B.  Coli.  =  -  per  100  ml. 

Bacteriologically  the  sample  of  water  is  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 

Bate:  7.9.53.  J.L.G.  IREDALE. 

County  Bacteriologist. 
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Lab,  Ref.  No. A. 1451/53. 

Authority:  Wirksworth  U.D.C. 

Sour 00  of  Sample:  Town  Hall,  Wirksworth. 

Date  of  Receipt:  1.12.53.  Age  in  Hours  4. 

CL.  WELCHII :  Not  Hone. 

PRESUMPTIVE  COLIFORM  COUNT. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  present  =  Nil  per  100  ml. 
DIFFERENTIAL  COLIFORM  TEST. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  B*  Coli  =  -  per  100  ml. 

Bacteriologically  the  sample  of  v/ater  is  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 

Date:  3.12.53.  J.L.C.  IK3DALE. 

County  Bacteriologist. 


(iii)  Plumbosolvent  ilction  -  It  is  not  necessary  in  this  Urban  Area  to 
take  any  precautionary  measures  in  respect  of  plumbosolvent  action 
with  regard  to  present  sources  of  supply. 


(iv)  The  onljr  unfit  samples  taken  during  the  year  were  those  three  to 
whioh  I  have  already  referred  in  paragraph  2,  and  once  again  the 
trouble  can  be  attributed  to  the  open  reservoirs;  suitably  cleaning 
and  dosing  with  chloros  being  the  only  remedy  available, 

(v)  APPROXIMATE  FIGURES  FROM  INFORMATION  AVAILABLE. 

(a)  Number  of  Duelling  Houses  supplied  from  Public  Water 

Mains  direct  to  houses  1,590 


(b)  Number  of  Population  supplied  from  Public  Water  Mains 

direct  to  houses  4,691 

(c)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  supplied  from  Public  Water 

Mains  by  means  of  stand  pipes  22 

(d)  Number  of  Population  supplied  from  Public  Y/ater  by  means 

of  stand  pipes  66 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


I  am  happy  to  state  that  once  more  despite  sickness  and  other  labour 
difficulties  it  was  possible  throughout  the  year  to  maintain  a  weekly  collection 
of  household  and  trade  refuse.  'This  weekly  collection  was  carried  out  at  all 
times,  with  the  usual  exception  of  course,  of  holidays  and  during  periods  of 
heavy  snow.  For  the  information  of  the  Ministry  I  would  add  that  on  these 
latter  occasions  the  work  of  Refuse  Collection  has  to  remain  in  abeyance  whilst 
the  Council's  vehicle  is  used  for  snowploughing. 


In  addition  to  the  work  of  refuse  collection,  a  weekly  collection  of 
pail  and  privy  closets  was  also  maintained.  The  Wirksworth  Town  Refuse  continues 
to  be  dealt  Vvith  at  the  Hopton  Refuse  Tip  and  the  Middle ton-by-Wirksworth  Refuse 
at  Middleton  Tip. 

Cost  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  for  1953. 


(a)  Total  Cost  per  Head  per  week  for  Weekly  Refuse  Collection: 

I 

(b)  Cost  per  Hoad  for  Whole  Year:-  . . . . . . . - . - . 


7s. 


1 .65d. 
1.8d. 


(c)  Cost  per  House  for  Y.holo  Year:- 


£1.  1.  1.3^.  | 
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ATMiOSPhERIC  POLLUTION  AND  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


Numerous  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  with  regard  to 
dust  nuisance  arising  from  certain  quarries  in  the  Wirksworth  and 
Middleton  District. 

Fortunately,  I  am  now  able  to  report  that  on  Ootober  22nd.  1953 
the  quarry  referred  to  in  the  Middleton  Area  had  installed  a  Tubix  Dust 
Collecting  Plant.  this  consists  of  a  rnulty— cyclone  machine  wrhich  is 
fixed  to  the  main  exhaust  of  the  dryer  on  the  grinding  plant.  To  date 
this  installation  would  appear  to  have  been  successful  as  I  have  received 
no  further  complaints. 

With  regard  to  the  Wirksworth  Quarry  the  position  at  the  end  of  the 
year  under  review  was  as  follows 

^  The  Company  had  installed  a  new  Mains  Imput  Cable,  also  a  new  large 
Electrical  breaker.  The  actual  Dust  Plant  already  assembled  consisted 
of  two  60',w  Dust  Extraction  Fans,  two  10"  Cyclones,  Wo  25  h.p.  Electrical 
Motors  for  operating  the  fans  and  in  addition  various  lengths  of  Dust 
Extraction  Conduit.  The  following  works  still  require  carrying  out:- 
Aoditional  conduit  for  dust  extraction,  extraction  hoods  and  wiring  up  to 
motors  and  mains  of  the  East  Midlands  Electricity  Board.  I  understand  from 
the  Manager  that  this  will  be  carried  out  early  in  the  new  year,  and  I  hope 

that  upon  completion  of  these  works  there  will  be  a  considerable  abatement 
of  this  dust  nuisance. 


HATS  .AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT.  1919. 

.INFESTATION  ORDER.  1942,  AND  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE 

BY  IS  STS  ACT 1949. 

Your  Rodent  Operator,  Mir.  bin.  Doxey,  has  continued  to  carry  out  very 
good  work  in  this  direction  during  the  year  1953,  and  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  period  we  have  worked  in  the  closest  co-operation  with  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  fisheries  whose  Divisional  Rodent  Inspector,  of  course 
visits  the  area  from  time  to  time.  The  Council  will,  I  am  sure,  be  pleased 
to  know  that  Mir.  Mlulligan  (the  Divisional  Inspector)  is  very  satisfied  with 
the  work  carried  out  in  your  area. 

Herewith  is  the  Annual  Report,  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  fisheries,  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949  Bor  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1953:-  ’  *  '  , 


WIRKSWORTH 

URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Type  of 

Property 

Local 

Author¬ 

ity. 

0) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(2) 

Agri¬ 

cult¬ 

ural. 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
Business  & 
Indus trial) 
(4) 

Total 

(5) 

1 .  Total  number  of 

properties  in  Local 

Authority’s  District 

8 

T,iS70  X 

35 

270  X 

1,983 

(Notes  1  &  2) 

2.  Number  of  properties 

inspected  by  the  local 

authority  during  1953 

(a)  - 

8 

— 

2 

10 

as  a  result  (a)  of  noti- 

fications  or  (b) 

(b)  8 

193 

10 

58 

269 

otherwise  (Notes  1 ,  2 

and  3). 

3.  Number  of  properties 

(See  Section  2)  found 

r  • 

Ma  jor  - 

_ 

to  be  infested  by  rats 

! 

(Notes  1,  2  and  3). 

Ivlihor  3 

7 

- 

2 

« 

J 

12 
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Local 

Authority 

0) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(2) 

Agri¬ 

cult¬ 

ural, 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
Business  & 
Indus  trial ) 

(4) 

Total 

(5) 

4.  Number  of  ■properties 

(See  Sec.  2)  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by  mice 
(Notes  1,  2  and  3). 

1 

- 

— 

1 

5.  Number  of  infested 

properties  (See  Secs.  3 
and  4)  treated  by  the 

Local  Authority  (Notes 

1 ,  2  and  3). 

6 

Note:-  ^ 

11 

?hese  inc. 

“ 

Lude  Re 

2 

-treatments. 

19 

6.  Number  of  notices 

served  under  Section  4:- 
(l )  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  Works 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

_ 

- 

7.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  by  Local 
Authority  f oil owing 
issue  of  notice  under 
Section  4. 

- 

j  j 

- 

8.  Legal  Proceedings 
(see  overleaf). 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Number  of  "block"  control 
schemes  carried  out. 

Nil. 

L 

> 

NOTES. 


Note  1  (a) 


Note  2 


c 

d 


Note  5 


With  the  exception  of  agricultural  properties  a  property  means 
one  which  is  entered  separately  in  the  Valuation  Roll  for  the 
area.  (b)  Only  properties  devoted  to  agricultural  or  horticultural 
production,  in  respect  of  which  returns  are  made  under  the 
Agriculture  Act,  1947,  should  be  entered  as  agricultural  properties. 
Council  Houses  should  be  entered  in  Column  (2). 

Premises  used  by  Local  Authority  for  the  purposes  of  trade  should 
be  entered  in  Column  (4) 

Sewers  should  not  be  included. 

Combined  dv/elling  and  business  premises,  where  occupied  by  the 
same  person,  should  be  regardod  as  business  premises  and  should  be 
entered  in  Column  (4).  Where  the  dwelling  and  business  parts  of 
the  premises  are  in  separate  occupation,  separate  entries  should 
bo  made  in  Columns  (2)  and  (4). 

For  the  purpose  of  completing  Sections  2,  3,  4  and  5,  each  property 
should  be  entered  once  only  in  respect  of  inspections,  infestations 
or  treatments. 


Remarks 

x  Note  1.  Increase  in  the  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  and  Business  and  Industrial  ' 
Premises  due  to  new  buildings  erected  during  the  year  and  to 
changes  of  use.  1 


Note  2.  It  is  once  again  gratifying  to  note  that  further  to  my  report  of 

last  year  regarding  the  treatment  of  Hopton  Lane  Tip  with  Warfarin, 
this  tip  has  had  permanent  baiting  points  established  and  it  still 
remains  clear. 


8.  Where  legal  proceedings  have  been  instituted  by  the  Local  Authority  brief 
particulars  should  be  given: - 

No  Statutory  Action  was  found  to  be  necessary  throughout  the  period  under  reviev/J 
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MEAT . 


food  and  iij..:t  inspection. 


..  ^i1  f?r  ?he  ^ksworth  Urban  District  continued  to  be  supplied 

through  the  Central  Abbatoir  at  Derby  and  it  is  again  not  possible 
there. ore  to  complete  the  table  set  out  in  the  form  Para.  8  of  the 
ministry  of  Health's  Circular  42/  51. 

I  have  received  no  official  complaints  regarding  the  quality  of 
i.iG'at  delivered  to  the  local  butchers  during  the  year  1953. 

Inspections  of  Food  Roeporstion  Rooms  in  your  ares  have  proved  that  a 
good  standard  has  been  maintained. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 


1. 


In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  instructions  the 
ollowing^  tables  have  been  compiled  and  shove  the  number  of  food 
in  the  area,  by  type  of  business :  — 


Type  of  Business. 


(a)  Grocery  and  Provisions  .  . 

(b)  Sweets  and  Confectionery  . 

(c)  Fish  and  Chips  . 

(d)  Green  Grocers  . 

(e)  Newsagents,  Ice-Cream  and  Sweets 

(f)  Pork  Butchers . 

g)  Butchers . . . 


>h)  Chemists  (Food  and  Drugs) 
.i)  Cafes . . . 


j)  Bakers  and  Confectioners . 

k)  Ice-Cream,  Photographs  and  Fancy  Goods  . 

Public  House  selling  ice-cream  to  Public . 

Private  House  selling  ice-cream  and  sweets 

to  Public. 

Guest  House  selling  ice-cream  to  Public 
Tobacconist  and  Ice-Cream  . 


s 

(n 

(o 


No. 


21 

5 

3 

3 

2 

2 

5 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


51 


No.  of  these  Shops 
which  in  addition 


sell  Ice-Cream. 


8 

2 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


18 


2.  (a)  N^hor^of^ooc^emisQS,  by  Type,  registered  under  Section  14  of  the 
I ood  and  Drugs  Act:-  "  — - 


Sausage  and  Meat  Manufacture  . -  6 

Ice-Cream . . . 

^  -•^um:ber  of  Dairies  Registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949*- 

'  -  To  4 — — :~ 

3.  Nuiuber  of  Inspections  of  Registered  Food  Premises :- 

These  numbers  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  table  of  general 
anitary  administration  set  out  on  page  9  and  informative  comment  will  be 
ouna  throughout  this  report  under  the  individual  headings  which  follow. 

~UG 8 Lionel  Activity.  With  the  approval  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
various  posters  and  wall  sheets  on  clean  food  and  the  danger  of  food 
poisoning  have  been  displayed  in  the  area. 


~I.SP0S81  of  Condemned  Food,  Condemned  food  is  disposed  of  locally  either 
•  lnG1neration  wherever  possible,  or  failing  this,  on  the  Council's  Refuse 
mLps.Gith  regard  to  salvaged  food,  the  procedure  is  of  course  now  set  out  in 
-anistry  of  Food  Circular  MF.19/53  issued  under  the  Salvaged  Goods 
{ Revocation)  Order,  1953. 
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6.  With  regard  to  any  special  examination  of  stocks  of  food  it  is 

interesting  to  report  that  such  action  v/as  found  necessary  in 

respect  of  French  Moroccan  Sardines  in  Tomato.  The  Council’s 

Public  Health  Department  co-operated  in  this  matter  with  the 
Derbyshire  County  Council  Analyst  and  with  his  County  Sampling 
Officer.  The  total  quantity  of  condemned  food  v/as  as  follows 

187  x  I fg-  oz.  tins  Sardines  in  Edible  Oil  and  Tomato.  Product  of 
French  Morocco.  Packed  by  Societe  Universelle  Marocaine  de 
Conserves  Safi.  2nd  Label  underneath  ’’Sumaco"  Brand.  Code  No.HM224B, 

79  x  4|>  oz.  tins  Sardines  in  Edible  Oil  and  Tomato.  Product  of  French 
Morocco.  ’’Capricorne"  Brand.  Packed  by  Union  des  Pecheries  Africa ines, 
Casablanca,  Safi-Agadir.  Code  No.  U.S.  139  B. 

15  x  44  oz.  tins  Sardines  in  Edible  Oil  and  Tomato.  Product  of 
French  Morocco.  "Royal  Safi”  Brand.  Packed  by  Unicasafi,  Maroc. 

Code  No.  M.S.  165  B. 

93  x  44  oz.  tins  Sardines  in  Edible  Oil  and  Tomato  *'Mektoub"  Brand, 
French  Morocco.  Packed  by  Etabfs  Kermanec.  C.A.D.E.K.  Safi-Agadir, 
Moroc.  Code  No.  E.K.  215  B. 

99  x  4i  oz.  tins  Sardines  in  Edible  Oil  and  Tomato.  "Sardex"  Brand, 
Product  of  French  Morocco.  Packed  by  Etablissments,  Sardex,  Casa- 
Safi,  Agadir,  Maroc,  Code  No.  SS.154-  B. 

3  x  44  oz.  tins  of  Sardines  in  Edible  Oil  and  Tomato  -  Royal  Safi 
Brand,  Packed  by  "Unicasafi”  Maroc.  Code  No.  F.H.  350  B. 

The  Total  quantity  of  tins  condemned  amounted  to  476  which  was  100 % 
of  the  stock  examined. 


FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS. 
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FOOD 


DAIRIES 

AMD  DRUGS  (MI  IK 


AMD  DAIRIES) 


ACT.  1944. 

WK  AMD  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS.  19A9. 

(a)  Routine  sampling  of  milk  has  keen  carried  out  by  me  during  1953 
ana  m  all  43  samples  have  been  submitted  to  the  County  Bacteriologist 
for  examination  Of  these,  42  were  pronounced  satisfactory  under'' the 
methylene  Blue  lest  and  1  unsatisfactory;  whilst  42  were  pronounced 
satisfactory  under  the  phosphatase  test  and  one  unsatisfactory.  In 
addition  1  Biological  sample  was  submitted  and  this  was  pronounced 
negative  by  the  County  Bacteriologist. 

(b)  Following  on  from  my  1952  raport,  I  am  pleased  to  be  ablo  to  state 
thit  m  January  of  the  year  now  under  review  my  efforts  (together  with 
those  of  oho  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  of  Derby  Borough)  were  successful 
in  arranging  for  Channel  island  Milk  to  be  properly  labelled  and 

escribed  upon  the  bottles.  It  will  be  recalled  that  Raw  Channel  Island 
Milk  was  for  a  time  being  sold  in  '’Pasteurised191  Bottles. 

(c)  Reference  the  second  point  mentioned  in  my  1952  report,  I  feel  that 
our  efforts  m  arranging  with  the  Wholesale  Distributors  for  milk  to  be 
deiivered  into  the  area  as  near  as  possible  to  the  time  for  distribution 
to  the  -Ublic  did  meet  with  some  success,  as  during  this  last  year  I 
have  received  nothing  like  the  previous  number  of  complaints  from  the 
general  Public  regarding  sour  milk. 


(d)  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  under  review  I  received  a  most 
disturbing  report  from  the  County  Bacteriologist  to  the  effect  that  a 
sample  of  Pasteurised  Milk  submitted  to  him  by  me  showed  under  the 
Phosphatase  Test  pasteurisation  or  heat  treatment  of  the  sample  was  either 
grossly  insufficient  or  that  there  had  been  an  addition  of  an  appreciable 
quantity  of  raw  milk.  More  disturbing  still  was  the  fact  that  the  wcoliform" 
tost  indicated  Bact.  Coli  (non-faecal  type)  identified  in  three  tubes. 

±  immediately  took  up  this  question  with  the  Dairy  concerned,  the  Milk 
istributor,  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  of  Derby.  Unfortunately 
ib?itenth<3  fB°t  that  the  BorouSh  Personnel  made  a  thorough  investigation 

ovontua^y  received  a  report  from  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
p  g  thf,t4_hG  was  unable  to  offer  a  possible  explanation  for  the  failure. 
ine  council  took  the  opportunity  to  issue  strongly  worded  warnings  to  both 
the  producer  and  the  dealer  pointing  out  that  a  very  serious  view  was  taken 

lth°;ho  e  matter,  and,  that  should  repetition  occur,  appropriate  action 
under  uhe  Regulations  would  be  taken. 

Bceomoer ,  a  further  sample  of  milk  taken  from  the  same  Producer  and 

TS  pronounced  unsatisfactory  by  the  County  Bacteriologist  under 
e  lie  lylyne  Blue  Test,  and  once  again  although  much  correspondence  passed 
Detween  all  parties  concerned,  no  satisfactory  explanation  was  given  as  to 
w  3  Q  eeping  quality  oi  this  sample  of  milk  was  unsatisfactory.  I 
personally,  made  a  suggestion  in  writing  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  of 
Qrby  that  the  Dairy  concerned  should  be  requested  to  letter  their  milk 
o  es  with  a  distinguishing  letter  for  each  day  of  production  similar  to 
tne  procedure  already  carried  out  by  other  Companies.  The  nett  result  of 

0  .bovo  inspections  and  samplings,  however,  was  satisfactory  in  so  far 
as  the  V, irksworth  Urban  Area  is  concerned  because  the  Dealer  has  now  changed 
is  bupplior  and  he  is  receiving  his  designated  milk  from  another  source. 


(e)  A  further  item  of  some  importance  under  this  heading  also  took  place 
owards  the  end  of  1953,  when  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  brought  to  my 
°  ro-00  a  If -pint  bottle  of  milk  containing  a  small  quantity  of  milk  and 
mi  °r0^gn  body™  which  appeared  to  be  solid  and  purplish-blue  in  colour. 

0  Officer  stated  that  this  sample  had  been  handed  to  him  that 

morning  by  a  resident  of  the  Wirksworth  Urban  Area  and  it  was  not  until  the 

ottie  was  almost  empty  that  the  complainant  had  noticed  the  foreign  matter 
st  the  bottom. 

I  immediately  took  up  the  question  with  Dr.  J.L.G.  Iredale  (County 
^10logist)^  and  also  with  the  County  Analyst,  Mir.  R.YT.  Sutton,  and  it 
th  ln^Hy  decided  that  this  appeared  to  be  more  of  an  Analytical  question 
DA?  a  Bacteriological  one.  The  report  of  the  County  Analyst  was  that  the 
consisted  of  a  plastic  derived  substantially  from  cellulose  acetate. 
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Interviews  took  pise©  "between  the  .medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Clerk 
to  the  Council,  myself  and  the  County  Analyst,  and  eventually  with  the 
approval  of  the  Urban  District  Council  the  case  history  with  statements 
of  all  parties  concerned  was  pa. ssed  over  to  the  County  Borough  of  Derby 
for  their  attention,  as  the  dairy  in  question  was  situated  within  their 
Area.  The  County  Borough  of  Derby  discussed  this  question  in  Committee 
and  instructed  the  Town  Clerk  of  Derby  to  severely  caution  the  dairy 
concerned.  The  Derbyshire  County  Council  were  at  all  times  kept  fully 
informed  upon  this  matter  and  the  Clerk  to  the  County  Council  wrote  to  the 
Wirksworth  Urban  District  Clerk  confirming  the  action  taken  by  the  Borough. 

Generally. 

The  Council  will  appreciate  from  the  above  short  descriptions 
under  paras. (b),  (c),  (d)  and  (e)  that  only  by  continuous  sampling  is  it 
possible  to  keep  a  check  upon  these  important  matters  and  the  necessity 
for  such  sampling  is  only  too  apparent  when  occasions  such  as  those  outlined 
above  arc  brought  to  tho  notice  of  the  Council. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  1958. 

Tho  following  results  and  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  this 
district  on  behalf  of  my  Council  by  the  Derbyshire  County  Council  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority  have  once  again  been  supplied  to  me  by  the  County 
Analyst,  Hr.  R.W.  Sutton,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  F.C.S. 

"Thirty-seven  samples,  including  eleven  Milks,  Y/ere  taken 
under  the  above  Act  in  the  area  of  the  Wirksv/orth  Urban 
District  Council  during  the  year  1 953 •  All  thirty-seven 
samples  were  classed  as  satisfactory. 

Work  in  the  County  Laboratory  during  the  year  disclosed 
serious  metallic  contamination  in  French  Moroccan  Sardines 
in  Tomato.  Stocks  y/ere  found  to  be  widespread  and  your 
collaboration  with  the  County  Sampling  Officer  in  the 
examination  and  condemnation  of  faulty  stock  undoubtedly 
led  to  the  removal  of  a  potential  danger  to  health." 


FISH  -  FRYING  PREMISES. 


The  three  Fish  Frying  Premises  in  this  Area  have  all  reoeived 
routine  inspections  during  the  year,  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report 
that  the  conditions  obtaining  therein  are  satisfactory. 

Again,  complaints  of  unpleasant  effluvia  have  been  received,  but 
with  the  typo  of  frying  medium  now  in  use  (P.K.O.)  I  am  afraid  there  is 
no  easy  solution  to  this  difficult  problem,  especially  in  Summer  Tine. 

The  Proprietor  of  the  shop  concerned  has  co-operated  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  and  is  using,  a  de-odoriser  with  the  Palm  Kernol  Oil  for  frying. 
Furthermore,  his  pans  are  cleaned  out  weekly  and  tho  prehdses  are  scrubbed 
out  using  Izal  and  Chloros  in  the  crashing  water. 

The  procedure  of  "Voluntary  Surrender"  has  continued  to  work 
satisfactorily  during  the  year,  and  in  no  instance  has  it  been  necessary 
to  take  Statutory  Action  over  the  condemnation  of  fish. 


ICE -C  REAM 

(HEAT  TREATMENT )  REGULATIONS .  1947. 

ICE-CREAM  REGULATIONS  -  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  1958. 

There  is  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  registered  ice-cream 
premises,  and  jointly  v/ith  the  medical  Officer  of  Health  these  premises  have 
been  inspected  and  duly  recorded  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938.  I  have  again  taken  regular  monthly  samples  and  submitted  them  to 
the  County  Bacteriologist  for  examination,  and  I  am  very  pleased  indeed  to 
bo  able  to  report  that  of  the  113  samples  taken  throughout  the  Wirksworth 
Urban  Area  only  one  v/as  graded  unsatisfactory  by  Dr.  Iredale. 
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For  your  information  I  tabulate  below  the  results  of  the 
which  I  have  taken  on  your  behalf  during  the  year  1953:- 


0) 

Provisional 

Grade 

1 

104 

(2) 

it 

2  . 

. . 8 

3 

u 

>» 

3  . 

.  1 

(4) 

W 

4 . 

■  Nil 

samples 


,,  . .  inciG^t®d  ln  opening  paragraph,  these  results  speak  for 

themselves ,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  Council  must  be  suitably  impressed 
by  the  stanaard  of  ice-cream  products  sold  within  their  area. 


to  thP^Pt^i08368  Gopdes  of  the  County  Bacteriologist's  Reports  are  sent 

1  a^d  whenever  necessary  to  Producers,  in  order  to  keep  them 

rjssis  as  sus.— >-  - ^ 


It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  Retailers  are  appreciating  how  much  a 
first  Class  product  finds  favour  with  the  Riblic  and' indeed,  benefits  their 

I  T  ’  anf  thls  1S  olGarly  instanced  by  the  fact  that  certain  of  the 
Shop  keepers  have  now  adopted  the  procedure  of  displaying  my  signed  reports 
m  their  premises  for  the  attention  of  the  Hfblic.  reports 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1957  &  1948. 
Herewith  is  my  Factory  Report  for  the  Year  1953. 
PART  1  OF  THE  ACT. 


1.  IHSISCTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

0) 

M/c 

No.  on 

No 

.  of: 

Line 

No. 

(2) 

Regi¬ 

ster. 

(3) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

1.  Factories  in  which  Secs. 
1,2,3, 4,  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authority.  _  _  „  _ 

1 

6 

7 

3. , 

Nil 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Seo.  7 
is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  ~  —  __ 

. 2 . 

24 . 

. 7.2 . 

30 . 

Nil 

3.  Other  Premises  in 
which  Sec.  7  is 
enforoed  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers '  premises ).  _ 

.3  .... 

1 

4 

Nil . 

. Nil . 

TOTAL 

31  j 

- - - 

00 

33 

Nil 
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2.  CASHS  IN  V/HICH  PILOTS  WARN  FOUND 


(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  ’"cases"). 


Particulars 

0) 

M/c 

Lino 

No. 

(2) 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found. 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(7) 

Pound  Reme¬ 
died. 

(3)  (4) 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor. 

(5) 

By  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor. 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.  2). 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3). 

Inadequate 

Ventilation  (S.4). 

4 

3  3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

1  1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6). 

. 8 . 

1  1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(s  7) 

(a)  Insufficient. 

. 5. . 

. 3 . 3 . 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective. 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes. 

Other  Offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Out -work). 

10 

2  2 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

11 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

12 

. 3 . 3 . 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

TOTAL 

60 

15  13 

2 

3 

Nil 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  -  OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111). 


III/ a 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of  out- 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Line 

v/orkers  in 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

Instan- 

Nature  of 

No. 

August  list 

default 

tions 

ces  of 

Not- 

Pros- 

Work. 

required  by 
Sec.  110(1 ) 

in  sending 
lists  to 

for  fail¬ 
ure  to 

■work  in 
unwhole 

aces 

Serv- 

ecu- 

tions. 

(o) 

the  Coun- 

supply 

-some 

ed. 

(D 

(2) 

(3) 

oil. 

(4) 

lists. 

(5) 

premises 
(6)  1 

(7) 

(8) 

W earing ) Making 
apparel^etc. 

)C leaning 

13 

.  5 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Jand 

)¥ashing. 

15- 

..14 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

t. . . 

70 

i  5 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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I  have  again  enjoyed  the  full  co-operation  of  hr.  R.  L.  Lind, 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  during  the  year,  and  we  have  jointly 
made  many  inspections  of  Factories  in  this  area.  On  one  occasion 
in  October,  K.M,  Inspector  of  Factories  and  I  made  a  "blitz"  upon 
a  number  of  Factories  regarding  "means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire". 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state 
that  there  is  now  only  one  outstanding  certificate  in  the  whole  of 
the  Y/irksworth  Urban  Area,  and  I  am  pressing  the  Proprietors  of  the 
Factory  concerned  to  have  the  necessarj^  alterations  completed  as  soon 
as  possible. 


BAKEHOUSES. 


Although  there  are  three  bakehouses  entered  in  the  Council’s 
Register,  one  of  these  is  not  now  in  use  and  the  two  remaining  Bakehouses 
continue  to  produce  bread  and  conf ectionery  in  a  satisfactory  manner 
despite  the  fact  that  one  of  the  establishments  is  very  old  and  in  no 
way  lends  itself  to  modern  requirements.  The  other  bakehouse  is  most 
efficiently  controlled  and  the  equipment  and  actual  structure  of  the 
premises  are  first  class. 

On  one  occasion  during  the  year* the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
had  reason  to  complain  regarding  an  alleged  rat  infestation  at  the  older 
type  of  bakehouse  and  a  thorough  inspection  was  carried  out  by  the 
Council’s  Rodent  Operator.  Baiting  was  carried  out  by  the  Proprietor 
himself. 


C  ONCLUDING-  REMARKS . 


I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation 
to  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  to  the  Officers  and  Staff  of  all 
departments  for  their  assistance  throughout  the  year,  and  in  conclusion 
I  should  like  to  thank  the  Foreman  and  Uorkmen  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  co-operation  in  carrying  out  the  essential  day-to- 
day  routine . 


I  am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  TAYLOR. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 


-24- 


' 


